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Identifying and prioritising important research questions for 
intensive care – a partnership between people affected by critical 

illness and intensive care professionals 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION - please read this information sheet as it will 
help you complete the survey 

 

You are invited to get involved in the Intensive Care Research Priority Setting 
Partnership (Intensive Care PSP). This leaflet provides background information 
about the Intensive Care PSP and accompanies a survey which you are invited to 
complete. It is important that you understand the purpose of this partnership and 
what it will involve. If after reading this there is anything you do not understand, or 
you would like more information, please contact us (details below). 
 
What is the partnership about? 

This partnership is about setting priorities for intensive care research. It aims to 
identify unanswered questions about care, treatment, prevention of complications, 
recovery and prognosis (predicting how things may develop in an individual’s critical 
illness) which are important to people who have experience of intensive care either 
as a patient, relative or professional. We will then work with people who have 
experience of intensive care (as a patient, visitor or member of staff) to prioritise 
these questions for research. 
 
Why is this partnership important? 

The field of intensive care research is vast, as is the number of potential research 
projects that could be undertaken. It is essential that we identify clear research 
priorities for the organisations who provide the money needed to conduct research 
(“funders”), so that the most important research is supported, and funders can 
achieve the greatest impact from the money they spend on research. 

We feel it is crucial that research answers the questions which are most important to 
people affected by critical illness (patients and their families) and the clinical 
professionals who care for them. 

As well as influencing the Intensive Care Foundation’s research programme, we 
hope these top ten intensive care priorities will also guide other research funding 

We think it is vital that more research is done into critical illness to promote 
survival and improve the lives of patients and their families during and after 
intensive care. 

This project aims to identify research priorities for adult intensive care that are 
important to people who have been critically ill, their friends and relatives, and 
the health professionals who care for them.  
 

This is your chance to make your views known! 
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bodies. This is the first time that this will be done for intensive care. However, this 
approach has already been used successfully in other conditions such as type 1 
diabetes, prostate cancer, and many more, with clear results. Previous Partnerships 
have a track record of turning priorities into research projects. 
 
Who’s involved? 

The partnership is being led by the Intensive Care Foundation in collaboration with 
organisations including the Intensive Care Society’s patients and relatives 
committee, the British Association of Critical Care Nurses (BACCN), the Intensive 
Care Society (ICS), ICU Steps, and the Faculty of Intensive Care Medicine (FICM).  
It is being supported by the James Lind Alliance (JLA). The JLA is a non-profit 
initiative of the National Institute of Health Research which brings patients, families 
and clinicians together to identify and prioritise the unanswered questions about 
treatments that they agree are most important. This information will help ensure that 
those who fund health research are aware of what matters to both patients and 
clinicians. 
 
Why involve people who have been affected by critical illness and intensive 
care professionals? 

Research often overlooks the shared interests of patients, their families and the 
clinicians who care for them. As a result, questions they consider important can go 
unanswered by the research community. The pharmaceutical and medical 
technology industries and research institutions (academia) play essential roles in 
developing new treatments, but their priorities are not necessarily the same as those 
of people who have experience of intensive care, as a patient, visitor or clinician. For 
this reason many areas of potentially valuable research may be neglected.  
 
What are ‘unanswered questions’ about intensive care? 

They are questions that cannot be answered by current research evidence. These 
'unanswered' questions can be about: 

Care and treatment during critical illness 

Prevention of complications 

Caring for patients and families who are recovering from critical illness 

Prognosis of critical illness (predicting an individual’s disease course) 

Promoting survival or improving outcomes of intensive care 
 
How have people with experience of intensive care been involved so far? 

Last summer patients, families and staff were invited to take part in a survey to tell 
us what ‘unanswered questions’ about intensive care they felt should be considered 
by researchers. You may have taken part in this initial survey, but if you didn’t you 
can still take part in this project now.  
 
What will happen to the questions? 

 We received over 1200 suggestions last summer. These have all now been 
categorised and checked through a review of the scientific literature. All the 
suggestions that cannot be answered by existing or ongoing research are 
referred to as ‘true uncertainties’. 
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 These true uncertainties are now going through a process of prioritisation. 
They have been grouped and the top 40 suggestions are now being 
presented in a survey to patients, families and staff to vote on. A workshop of 
people affected by critical illness and intensive care professionals will be held 
to finalise the topic areas and will result in a list of ‘top 10’ research priorities 
that are most important to people affected by critical illness and the clinicians 
who care for them. 

 This list will be published and provided to organisations that fund intensive 
care research. 

Although not all unanswered questions will make it into the priority list, all 
unanswered questions about intensive care interventions will be entered into the UK 
Database of Uncertainties of the Effects of Treatments (UK DUETs) - see: 
www.library.nhs.uk/duets  

You can find out more about the intensive care prioritisation process on our website:  
http://www.ics.ac.uk/icf/james-lind-alliance/ and on the JLA website here:  
www.lindalliance.org 

 
How can I get involved? 

You can get involved in this project now by completing a survey to vote on the 
importance of the short-listed suggestions. You may or may not have taken part in 
the initial survey to generate these suggestions – either way your views are 
important to us! 

You can complete the survey in a number of different ways: 

1) Online: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/intensivecarepsp 

2) Post: You can request a paper copy of the survey by contacting Hannah Reay 

(details below) 

3) Via a representative: If you would like to discuss and complete the survey as a 

group, a representative can be nominated to submit responses on behalf of the 
group either online or by post (see details below) 

The closing date for the survey is Friday 11th April 2014. 
 
Confidentiality and consent 

You can complete the survey anonymously if you wish. If you choose to provide your 
contact details (name and email or postal address), we will only use them to invite 
you to participate in the final workshop or to inform you of the results of the project. 
They will be kept confidentially and securely by the Intensive Care Foundation in 
accordance with the Data Protection Act. There is no obligation to participate in later 
stages of the project after this survey but we would value your contribution if you 
choose to do so. Your contact details will not be linked to your responses to any 
other questions in this survey. They will not be published and will be deleted at the 
end of the project (December 2014). 
 
Contacts 

For further information, or if you have any queries, concerns or complaints about this 
project, please contact Hannah Reay at the Intensive Care Foundation via 
intensivecarepsp@ics.ac.uk or 020 7280 4350. 

http://www.library.nhs.uk/duets
http://www.ics.ac.uk/icf/james-lind-alliance/
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